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Tifton Campus in Tifton, Georgia  
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University of Georgia  
The CAES Tifton Campus is an integral part of the University of Georgia’s College of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and is therefore included in the scope of the 
Physical Master Plan.  Because of its unique nature and remote location in Tifton, it has 
been treated as a separate campus and is addressed in this technical memorandum. 
 
1. HISTORY 
The Coastal Plain Experiment Station (CPES) was established by Act Number 457 of the 
General Assembly of Georgia on August 19, 1918.  It grew from 206 acres and one 
employee in 1919 to about 6,000 acres and 367 employees in 1993.Max H. Bass has 
written an excellent, comprehensive history of the Coastal Plain Experiment Station.  The 
title of his work is The UGA Coastal Plain Experiment Station…The first 75 Years 
(copyright 1993, and printed by Lang Printing Company in Tifton, Georgia).  The book 
covers the history of the CPES from 1918 to 1993. 
 
The Rural Development Center (RDC) was opened in 1971 to provide facilities for the 
CAES service programs at this location.   
 
The name Tifton Campus for this location was introduced in 1997 as the CAES 
implemented its strategic plan. 
 

  2. GOAL FORMULATION 
The mission of the CAES Tifton Campus is consistent with the general mission of the 
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.  The following is a summary of that 
mission as well as specific goals of the Tifton Campus.  
 
2.1 Institutional Mission Statement and Strategic Plan 
The mission of the University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences is to seek, develop, verify and publish knowledge to enhance the productivity, 
profitability, and sustainability of agriculture, and to improve environmental quality for the 
benefit of the people of Georgia and society as a whole; to educate students in the 
agricultural and environmental sciences and technologies; to disseminate practical 
information on subjects relating to agriculture, family and consumer sciences and 
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environmental quality to the people of the state, region, and nation; and to encourage the 
adoption of such information and methods to improve the quality of life. 

   
2.1.1 Twelve Principles 
In addition to the CAES mission as stated above, twelve guiding principles for CAES 
Facility and Land Use Planning were developed and approved.  These principles are stated 
in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CAES) Facilities and Land Use 
Task Force (FLUTF) report #1.  The purpose of the principles is to ensure that all facilities 
are located to maximize the value of the function(s) to be served, conform to sound 
principles of environmental design, pedagogy, ecology, social interest of the community, and 
resource availability. They are as follows: 
1. Consistent with the UGA planning policy. 
2. Supports the CAES mission. 
3. Facilitates multiple use among teaching, research, and service functions. 
4. Encourages collaboration and sharing among CAES units, and with other UGA and 

System units. 
5. Ensures protection of the environment and sustainability of Georgia’s air, land, and 

water resources. 
6. Focuses primarily upon future needs. 
7. Considers need in addition to those of proposing unit. 
8. Ensures compatibility with current and projected community interests over the 

design-life of the facility or land. 
9. Meets accessibility needs and standards for clientele. 
10. Supports CAES role in “educating” larger UGA population. 
11. Considers reassignment of current space, use, etc. as first alternative to meet 

need. 
12. Incorporates whole -farm systems approach in management of properties. 
 

  
2.2   GOALS AND ISSUES FOR FUTURE ACADEMIC PROGRAM  
 
The Tifton Campus’ charge is to continue to develop and deliver information that will 
enhance food, feed and fiber production, improve the quality of life, and preserve natural 
resources.  The research service, and education programs that will be the focus of future 
work at the Tifton Campus include six broad areas of inquiry: 
• Crop Production and Management 
• Environment and Natural Resources 
• Animal Production and Management 
• Pest Management 
• Applied Plant Genetics Precision Agricultural Systems 
 
The growth in the student population at the main campus could affect Tifton Campus 
growth in an indirect way.  The population increase could result in a slight  increase in 
graduate students at the campus.    The need and desire for life-long learning opportunities 
by non-traditional students will certainly need to continue to be facilitated at locations such 
as the Tifton campus.  This may create a higher demand for distance education, which 
may increase the need for campus instruction facilities or additions to the Rural 
Development Center. 
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3.  EXISTING CAMPUS CONDITIONS  
3.1 Campus Grounds 
3.1.1 Campus Framework 
The Tifton Campus is located on 6,000 acres of the “coastal plain” in South Georgia near 
Tifton, Georgia.  The campus is adjacent to the Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College.  
There are experimental plots placed throughout the campus, as well as plots that form the 
eastern and western edges of campus.  Agricultural lands (both farms that are a part of the 
campus and private farms), surround the campus.  
 
 
 
3.1.2 Building Use and Condition  
 
One hundred forty seven buildings make up the Tifton Campus, and The Rural 
Development Center (RDC) is housed in one building.  The campus currently has several 
buildings that are in poor mechanical condition, unsafe, technically out-dated, and non-
compliant with ADA standards.   
 
The current location of the greenhouses on the eastern edge of campus near Interstate 75 
is unsatisfactory.  Two large construction projects are underway on the campus (National 
Environmentally Sound Production Agricultural Laboratory and the Natural Products Lab 
Building).  The current feed mill will be insufficient for the new dairy project (CREMY) 
and will have to be expanded soon. 
 
3.2  Existing Campus Infrastructure 
 
The majority of utilities are currently above ground, and the demand for new utility lines 
will soon increase with the completion of new projects (such as NESPAL, Vidalia Onion 
Laboratory, and the Natural Products Lab). 

 
 
3.3 Existing Community Setting 
 
The campus is situated in a rural area of South Georgia, just south of the city of Tifton.  
Interstate 75 runs through the campus as does an active major rail line.  The railroad 
divides the campus.  The campus has little interaction with Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College other than the hiring of student workers.  Occasionally a class from the College 
will use the Tifton Campus facilities (greenhouses, etc.) to observe some of the scientific 
processes conducted there. 
 
4. FUTURE CAMPUS REQUIREMENTS 
There are no foreseeable major changes in the current staffing requirements or student 
populations on campus other than that previously mentioned in 2.2 above. 
 
5. PHYSICAL MASTER PLAN 
Many facilities need to be renovated to provide adequate office and laboratory space for 
faculty and staff.  The two most historic and distinguishable CPES buildings, the Tift 
Building and the Animal Science Building, are desperately in need of rehabilitation.  
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The ill-sited greenhouses need to be relocated to a more satisfactory location.  The 
existing feedmill needs to be updated and expanded.  There also needs to be a general 
indication of future building sites for indeterminate growth. 
 

 
  
 
 
 5.2 Campus Design Issues 

 
 The unique setting of the campus in a rural setting should be considered an asset and 

enhanced whenever possible.  Future building, parking, and plots should be sited to support 
the existing farm lane / road organization. Rainwater Road should be maintained as the 
primary campus road.  The crescent should be protected as the identifiable open space for 
the CPES.  This space could be enhanced by maintaining the open lawn and strengthening 
the tree line along the road.  Trees could be used to line and strengthen the existing roads 
/ lanes which along with the plots, create the dominant campus structure.  The 
experimental plots echo the structural framework of the entire campus.  Because the plots 
define the campus structure, future plot removal should be carefully considered.  
Reestablishing the garden plots and recording a comprehensive history of the plots would 
serve to strengthen the history and character of the campus. The existing arboretum and 
camellia gardens are quite an asset to the campus and should be maintained as such.  The 
entry drive in front of the RDC and red roofed barns needs to be strengthened, including 
signs for the station at the entrance off the I-75 exit.  A north side entrance to the RDC 
should be created to respond to the relocation of the highway entry ramp. 
 
The Tifton Campus (e.g. CPES) fosters a rich history that is not readily apparent to the 
public.  A concerted effort should be made to identify and edify that history in such a way 
that it is perceivable to faculty, staff, students and visitors on campus. 
  
The architectural character of future buildings should take cues from either the farm 
buildings (white barns with red metal roofs), or the original campus buildings (buff / blonde 
brick with punched windows and pitched roofs). In the parking framework for the 
campus, front end or parallel parking should be considered rather than large lots.  

 
The Rural Development Center 

 
The pavilion space at the RDC is limited in use due to the wind / heat environmental 
conditions.  Estimates on the enclosure of this space and the HVAC have been too costly 
in the past, but a long-term solution should be planned for (maybe with regional input). 
 
Discussions of a very large addition to the RDC (large auditorium / performance space of 
3000 seats) should acknowledge the physical and environmental limitations of the RDC 
site.  A formal study of options for the RDC site has been conducted by the Office of the 
University Architects for Facilities Planning in Athens.  Should any such development 
occur, great care must be taken to ensure that the wetland area (creek) west of the RDC 
site is enhanced.  The existing watershed area that includes campus has already been 
compromised in such a way that stormwater management has been, and will continue to 
be a costly challenge to the campus. Sound environmental ways of dealing with 



ASG 9740 UGA Tifton Campus 
 Page 5 
 

stormwater run-off, should be implemented to reduce run-off, storm water management 
costs, and ensure a healthier environment for the future.  
 
Such actions would be compliant with the clear environmental goals stated in the UGA 
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Mission Statement.  Failure to do so 
would result in the failure of the institution to carry out a core element of its mission. 

 
The campus could strengthen the image of a strong environmental mission statement, by 
promoting more environmentally sound treatments of stormwater drainage.  This action 
could also promote regional cooperation by providing a “check-point” to slow down the 
run-off from the watershed in this area which will in turn help prevent the flooding of the 
downtown areas in Tifton.  
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The CAES Griffin Campus is an integral part of the University of Georgia’s College of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and is therefore included in the scope of the 
Physical Master Plan.  Because of its unique nature and remote location in Griffin, it has 
been treated as a separate campus and is addressed in this technical memorandum. 
 
1.   HISTORY 
The Georgia Experiment Station (GES) was established in 1889 on 130 acres of what was 
then the Bates farm near Griffin, Georgia.  There is a comprehensive history of the 
Georgia Experiment Station that covers the years 1889 to 1975.  B. B. Higgins along with 
other members of the Georgia Experiment Station Faculty prepared this small internal 
publication entitled The History of the Georgia Experiment Station.   A copy of this 
history is included in the Appendix. 
 
The name Griffin Campus for this location was introduced in 1997 as the CAES 
implemented its strategic plan. 
 
 
2. GOAL FORMULATION 
The mission of the CAES Griffin Campus is consistent with the general mission of the 
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.  The following is a summary of that 
mission as well as specific goals of the Griffin Campus. 

 
2.1  Institutional Mission Statement and Strategic Plan 
The mission of the University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences is to seek, develop, verify and publish knowledge to enhance the productivity, 
profitability, and sustainability of agriculture, and to improve environmental quality for 
the benefit of the people of Georgia and society as a whole; to educate students in the 
agricultural and environmental sciences and technologies; to disseminate practical 
information on subjects relating to agriculture, family and consumer sciences and 
environmental quality to the people of the state, region, and nation; and to encourage the 
adoption of such information and methods to improve the quality of life. 
   
2.1.1 Twelve Principles: 
In addition to the CAES mission as stated above, twelve guiding principles for CAES 
Facility and Land Use Planning were developed and approved.  These principles are stated 
in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CAES) Facilities and Land 
Use Task Force (FLUTF) report #1.  The purpose of the principles is to ensure that all 
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facilities are located to maximize the value of the function(s) to be served and conform to 
sound principles of environmental design, pedagogy, ecology, social interest of the 
community, and resource availability. They are as follows: 
1. Consistent with the UGA planning policy. 
2. Supports the CAES mission. 
3. Facilitates multiple use among teaching, research, and service functions. 
4. Encourages collaboration and sharing among CAES units, and with other UGA 

and System units. 
5. Ensures protection of the environment and sustainability of Georgia’s air, land, 

and water resources. 
6. Focuses primarily upon future needs. 
7. Considers need in addition to those of proposing unit. 
8. Ensures compatibility with current and projected community interests over the 

design-life of the facility or land. 
9. Meets accessibility needs and standards for clientele. 
10. Supports CAES role in “educating” larger UGA population. 
11. Considers reassignment of current space, use, etc. as first alternative to meet need. 
12. Incorporates whole-farm systems approach in management of properties. 
 
 
2.2 Goals and Issues for Future Academic Program: 
The Griffin Campus’ charge is to continue to focus on five broad areas of inquiry.  These 
areas seek to deliver information that could improve the quality of life and preserve 
natural resources.  The research, education, and service programs that will be the focus of 
the future work at the Griffin Campus include: 
• Crop and Pest Management 
• Food Safety and Quality Enhancement 
• Urban Agriculture 
• Applied Plant Genetics 
• Environment and Natural Resources 
 
The growth in the student population at the main campus could affect Griffin Campus 
growth in an indirect way.  The population increase could result in a slight increase in 
graduate students at the campus.  The need and desire for life long learning opportunities 
by non-traditional students will certainly need to continue to be facilitated at locations 
such as the Griffin Campus.  The Griffin Campus has in the past 2 years started a new 
Continuing Education Program.  This program is expected to continue to grow in the near 
future and its facilities will need to expand with it.  The addition of a 300-seat auditorium, 
support facilities, and parking has been discussed. 
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3.  EXISTING CAMPUS CONDITIONS   
  
3.1  Campus Grounds 
3.1.1 Campus Framework  
The Griffin Campus is located in Griffin, Georgia approximately 40 miles SE of Atlanta 
and 90 miles from Athens. Although the city of Griffin and the area around it is quickly 
being swallowed into Atlanta’s growth, it still holds on to a small town feel.   
 
The main part of the campus has the feel of a compact rural settlement with a collection of 
buildings situated on a grid-like road network.  This area is at the center of a large open 
space created by surrounding experimental plot land.  This arrangement creates a unique 
rural town atmosphere.   
 

  
3.1.2    Building Use and Condition 
Many of the facilities at the Griffin Campus are small buildings that have been retrofitted 
from their original form to fit their current use, such as a lawn mower shed into an office 
building and a small house into a lab.  This has resulted in high inefficiencies due to the 
large percentage of buildings housing inappropriate uses and high maintenance costs. This 
inappropriate use of buildings has also resulted in many life safety issues. 
 
 
3.2   Existing Campus Infrastructure   
The above ground utilities are a continuing maintenance problem. Stormwater issues are 
increasing and need to be addressed.  Lack of parking is perceived to be a campus wide 
problem. 
 
 
 
4.  FUTURE CAMPUS REQUIREMENTS 
There are no foreseeable major changes in the current staffing requirements or student 
populations on campus, other than the previously mentioned Continuing Education 
Program. 
 
 
 
5.  PHYSICAL MASTER PLAN 
 
5.1    Parking and Circulation 
The streets and pedestrian paths need to be defined and enhanced so that a perceivable 
pattern is developed and way finding is facilitated.  The pedestrian route from the Flynt 
building which will house the campus’ administrative functions, could be strengthened if 
it were developed into a tree-lined path that connected its new courtyard entry across the 
Mule Barn site to Woodroof Drive. 
 
There is a great need for street names, building numbers and a telephone log for 911 / 
Emergency access system (especially to labs).  
 
The parking problem could be helped by redefining small, unmarked, makeshift lots into 
consolidated, efficient marked lots and developing neat parallel parking on the streets.  
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The unique rural town atmosphere that the arrangement of facilities creates, along with the 
small farm-lane like roads should be considered an asset and enhanced whenever possible.  
A new paved road south of Woodruff Drive may encourage sprawl of campus buildings to 
the south, thus would be discouraged. 
 
5.2  Campus Design Issues  
 
The Griffin Campus (e.g.,GES) fosters a rich history that is not readily apparent to the 
public.  A concerted effort should be made to identify and edify that history in such a way 
that it is perceivable and appreciated by the faculty, staff, students and visitors on campus. 
The station could benefit from developing facilities that will enhance and make more 
perceivable a sense of history and place.  
 
There is a need to consolidate and relocate buildings so that the campus reads as a 
practical grouping of facilities.  The smaller plots mixed in with the buildings on the 
center of campus, moving to the larger plots in the surrounding areas creates an increasing 
scale of a plot- like grid.  Future development should follow this pattern and enhance the 
existing framework.  
 
The possible widening of Experiment Street to a four-lane highway could increase the 
campus’ exposure to the community. The Pavilion needs landscaping, the addition of 
walks and ADA access.  A landscape committee for the pavilion is being set up.  The 
committee could then turn its attention to the rest of the campus. 
 
Standards for steeper pitched roofs:  6/12 minimum should be set, along with standards 
for metal buildings.  Diagrams for moving overhead utilities below ground should also be 
developed. 
 
 
 
5.3  Campus Safety 
Card- controlled access gates at the other two gated entries are needed.  
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School of Environmental Design
Summer 1998 Class Project
Faculty Advisor:  Leonardo Alvarez



Executive Summary                                                                                                              
 
 This report details the development of a design for the conversion of 
D. W. Brooks Drive into a pedestrian promenade.  A group of seven 
University of Georgia School of Environmental Design (SED) students 
undertook this project under the direction of SED professor Leonardo 
Alvarez.  After weeks of research, analysis, and design, the finished product 
is a design that meets the goals of the University of Georgia’s campus 
master plan and would be a valuable improvement to the campus. 
 The project team began the design process by taking an inventory of 
the existing site conditions.  We used existing information sources, such as 
maps of the campus, and also visited the site to gather information.  We also 
took note of the goals stated by the University in its master plan and the 
vision for the D.W. Brooks Drive area, as developed by the campus planning 
team. 
 Based upon the knowledge gained from the inventory, we analyzed 
the existing site conditions, determining what opportunities and constraints 
the site offered. 
 We then developed a list of goals for the design of the D. W. Brooks 
Drive area.  These goals grew from the goals in the University’s campus 
master plan.  An important decision was that D. W. Brooks Drive should 
have the urban feel of a pedestrian promenade, while incorporating as much 
green space as possible.  The rest of our goals are listed below, following the 
University’s goal with which the correlate. 

• Create the optimal student environment. 
§ Make walking through the D. W. Brooks Pedestrian 

Promenade an educational experience by including 
features that show that University faculty and students do 
inside the buildings surrounding D. W. Brooks Drive. 

§ Provide areas for students to socialize and study. 
§ Celebrate the accomplishments of University of Georgia 

faculty and students. 
§ Integrate art with the landscape. 
§ Encourage pedestrians to get off the main path and 

appreciate the landscape around them. 
• Extend the characteristics of North Campus. 

§ Blend the traditional aesthetic of North Campus with the 
contemporary aesthetic of South Campus. 

§ Create carefully proportioned spaces that please the eye. 



§ Use traditional materials that are common on North 
Campus. 

• Develop a connected campus. 
§ Eliminate automobile, bus, and bicycle traffic from D. 

W. Brooks Drive, creating a safe walking environment. 
§ Emphasize the connections to the rest of campus. 

• Define and provide for the current and future facility needs. 
§ Provide space for outdoor classes, lectures, presentations 

and performances. 
• Develop comprehensive solutions to traffic, parking, and 

infrastructure. 
§ Keep pedestrians separated from automobiles and 

bicycles. 
§ Provide access to D. W. Brooks Drive for emergency 

vehicles. 
§ Design the pedestrian promenade to be handicapped 

accessible. 
§ Provide sufficient lighting for safe passage through the 

area at night. 
§ Provide access for service vehicles to all buildings. 
§ Provide limited parking, accessed from streets other than 

D. W. Brooks Drive, near the buildings in the area. 
§ Provide the opportunity for alumni to continue to use D. 

W. Brooks Drive for tailgate parties on football game 
days. 

• Protect and enhance natural resources. 
§ Use permeable paving materials to increase storm water 

infiltration. 
§ Use plants native to this region. 

Other goals formulated by the project team were to recall the history 
of the D. W. Brooks Drive area in the design for the pedestrian 
promenade and to use native plants and hardscape materials to 
emphasize the regional context of the pedestrian promenade. 
 After deciding upon the goals for the design, we proceeded to 
design the D. W. Brooks Drive Pedestrian Promenade.  The walk 
down the D. W. Brooks Drive Pedestrian Promenade that we created 
provides a variety of experiences while maintaining visual and 
thematic unity. 
 Entering the promenade from the south side, where it intersects 
with Carlton Street, one sees large granite spheres and cubes marking 



the entrance.  Concrete sidewalks are on both sides of a wide central 
path paved with Eco-Stone pavers.  Planters flush to the pavement line 
both sides of that central path.  They are filled with trees that shade 
the path and help frame the space.  Benches at the ends of the planters 
provide places to sit and study or converse with a friend.  This 
combination of Eco-Stone pavers, concrete sidewalks, tree filled 
planters, and benches is the typical scene along the promenade. 
 A short distance up the path is the student union plaza.  A clock 
tower and a new student union building sit on the left.  Concrete bands 
crisscrossing brick pavers mark this plaza as one of the special places 
along the promenade.  Students can sit in the shade of a tree in the 
plaza and enjoy the lunch they bought inside the student union 
building.  On the right, near the Miller Plant Sciences Building, is a 
granite outcrop surrounding a planter.  A stage connected to the 
outcrop provides a space for public presentations. 
 The next special place is in front of the Physical Education 
Building.  An amphitheater featuring a granite outcrop behind the 
stage, granite retaining walls, and grass seating areas turns the minds 
of alumni back to the days when another amphitheater provided a 
place for outdoor performances and lectures on South Campus.  Trees 
provide shade for the spectators in the amphitheater and help enclose 
the space. 
 After returning to more of the typical promenade for a few 
hundred feet, one notices the brick pavers again.  This is the Boyd 
Science Plaza.  Opposite the Boyd Graduate Studies Research Center, 
it is a monument to the great scientists who have been affiliated with 
the University of Georgia.  Here, people can walk along the granite 
wall and read about Dr. Eugene Odum, the father of modern ecology, 
plus numerous others who have made major contributions to the 
sciences. 
 After leaving the Boyd Science Plaza, the promenade continues 
to its terminus.  This ending point is Conner Hall.  Once fronted by a 
parking lot, it now rests within a large lawn where people may find a 
spot in the grass to lie down and read a book or get a few minutes of 
sun between classes. 
 We feel this proposal, if implemented, would significantly 
enhance the quality of life on South Campus.  It would make this part 
of campus a place where people want to spend time—a place as 
memorable and enjoyable as North Campus. 
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College of Environmental Sciences 
(CAES) Information on Proposed 
Agricultural Land Consolidation  
 
This proposal is a result of Recommendation #1 of the CAES FLUTF Report of 
5/98, in an effort to increase efficiency in the use of CAES resources. 
 
Additional Notes: 
Ideally, the new farm would consist of 2,500 to 2,700 contiguous acres and a 
potential location has been found in Oconee County just to the Southwest of 
Bishop, Georgia.  This potential site consists of parcels varying in size and 
ownership.  The two largest parcels are 1100 acres and 800 acres, each separately 
owned.  A remaining 900 acres is split into eight various sized parcels, each 
separately owned.  Dr. Clifton emphasized the fact that, although they are pursuing 
this agreement, there is no certainty that the purchase will happen.  Funding for the 
purchase and for new facilities are not fixed, but a number of different options 
have been outlined in the attached document.  It is also of some concern that any 
public knowledge of this proposal will inflate prices in the area, due to land 
speculation, and that the information contained herein be treated sensitively. 

 
 



CAES Main Campus Master Plan Development 
Research and Education Learning Center 
July 1, 1998 
 
Mr. Chatham’s suggestions for presentation: 
 

1) Presentation needs additional background.  State what is wrong with facilities 
from the teaching and research perspective, such as environmental (waste) and 
social (urbanization). 

2) The Four Options – With the College being the primary institution, state the 
best option – and then outline your goals. Be flexible.  Once statement Mr. 
Chatham used and recommended was “Consolidate for efficiency and 
economy.” 

3) Research where the College rates in relation to other colleges of agriculture – 
“benchmarking” – What are our current operations like in comparison to other 
colleges?  Know what your competition is/has. 

4) Remember industry.  Reinforce why the College is still needed, as well as 
why improved facilities are needed.  Not everyone understands the importance 
of strong teaching and research facilities 0 reinforce what you already know. 

5) Prepare to propose a partnership with the community/local government that 
you wish to deal with.  Keep in mind zoning issues, local land use control, and 
what will happen in two years once new leadership takes over.  Will your land 
still be “safe” in twenty years? 

6) Take out “state-of-the-art”….  replace with “modern” or other adjective. 
 



v Research and Education Learning Center 
Ø Vision 
§ Creation of a modern agricultural and environmental sciences learning center 

at The University of Georgia. 
Ø Context 
§ Colleges of Agriculture nationally are revamping facilities to take advantage 

of new technology and advanced learning capabilities. 
 

 
Ø Current Situation 
§ College facilities used in support of research and extension are scattered in 

Clarke, Oconee, and surrounding counties 



§ Current facilities lie in the path of urbanization. 
§ The Wilkes Farm in Oglethorpe County is far too distant to be used 

effectively in supporting an integrated learning center. 
§ Animal research at the College’s South Milledge sites is incompatible with 

University and community growth and development. 
 
 
 

 
 
Ø Goal 
§ Create an integrated agricultural and environmental sciences teaching, 

research and extension unit to support learning experiences of both 
undergraduates and graduates. 

Ø Rationale 
§ Competitiveness in agriculture and environmental sciences demands that 

agricultural higher education must continue to develop effective, integrated 
and technically strong facilities for the 21st Century. 

§ The learning center concept as proposed is consistent with and complements 
the University Master Plan. 

§ Urbanization patterns near the University campus continue to raise land use 
compatibility issues. 

§ Environmental issues and concerns are growing in agriculture, and certainly 
for teaching, research, and outreach programs. 



§ Georgia agriculture is demanding an emphasis on student-friendly learning 
and support systems that deliver society-and-job-ready graduates to support 
the industry. 

§ A comprehensive learning center has potential to enhance cross-college and 
unit cooperation. 

Ø Benefits 
§ A comprehensive learning center will anchor work going on in Athens, Tifton, 

and Griffin, as well as field research and demonstrations conducted at the nine 
branch stations across Georgia. 

§ Through a comprehensive approach, the College can gain economic 
efficiencies operating a single center facility instead of multiple units. 

Ø Scope 
§ With prospects for increased real estate prices growing more complex in the 

Athens area, this is the best time to address these needs. 
§ The College envisions that it can create a learning center by phasing-in along 

one of four options. 
 

Ø The Four Options Are: 
§ Sell the Wilkes Farm, Sam’s Farm, part of the Attapulgus Unit, Horticulture 

Farm, Agronomy Farm and Calhoun land (sold) and purchase sufficient land 
to combine all functions into a College Research and Education Learning 
Center. 

§ Sell the Wilkes Farm, Sam’s Farm, part of the Attapulgus Unit and Calhoun 
land (sold) and purchase sufficient land to develop a learning center for 
animal programs exclusively. 

§ Purchase adequate land for all components, but do not sell the Horticulture 
and Agronomy farms or develop new components at present.  Delay 
development to some time in the future. 

§ Use current funds from the Calhoun land sale to purchase one tract to relocate 
the Swine Operation from South Milledge Avenue. 

 
v Action Plan 
Ø Phase I 
§ Under Phase I, the Wilkes Farm and a portion of the Attapulgus Unit would 

be sold.  Funds from these sales, along with the money on hand from the sale 
of land in Calhoun, would be used toward the purchase of new lands.  These 
dollars, along with a small capital appropriation, would be used to purchase 
2,500 contiguous acres in the near vicinity of the campus. 
• Sell: Wilkes Farm, Attapulgus Unit, Calhoun Land 
• Purchase: Sufficient land to combine all functions. 

Ø Phase II 
§ Under Phase II, major efforts will be undertaken toward developing 

infrastructure for the Research and Education Learning Center.  Also, beef 
and swine facilities will be constructed. 
• Sell: Wilkes Farm, Sam’s Farm, Attapulgus Unit (partial), Calhoun land 



• Purchase/Build: Infrastructure, Beef and Swine facilities, Horticulture and 
Agronomy facilities 

Ø Phase III 
§ Under Phase III, additional lands will be sold, leased lands released, and 

facilities completed. 
• Purchase/Build: Horse Facilities, Swine Facilities 
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Housing Policy Information 
Information included: 
 
Copy of a memorandum to the Presidents of the University System of Georgia 
from Lindsay A. Desrochers dated October 20, 1997 concerning housing policy. 
 
Copy of a letter from the Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration 
referencing a Memorandum from the Board of Regents Office 
 
Copy of a memorandum dated September 10, 1998 to President Adams from the 
Regents staff regarding plans to house all freshmen and sophomores on campus at 
UGA. 
 
Copy of a memorandum sent to the Associate Vice President for Business and 
Finance from the Director of University Housing concerning Project Proposals for 
Capital Funding 
 
Copy of  The University of Georgia Student Housing Comprehensive Plan, 
prepared by the Department of University Housing, Division of Student Affairs, 
January, 1999. 
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Project Title   Budget   Remarks 

Sanford Stadium   
Media Interview Room 
East End 

$60,000 Pre-engineered structure 
Need funding 

Add Skysuites, Sky Club, & 
new Concessions 

$12,000,000 Design Development 

Miscellaneous improvements 
(signs, lighting, misc. repairs) 

$15,000 Completed 

New Skysuite Wallcovering $50,000 
Retrofit Skysuite Window 
Blinds 

$9500 

Skysuite window repairs $10,000 
TV Truck Parking ???? 

Included in Skysuite project 

Letterman’s Club entrance $2000 Awaiting granite marker 
Replace toilet partitions $50,000 Completed 
Concession improvements $250,000 Funded by Global/FY99 
Waterproof So. Upper Deck $350,000 Funded 
 
Coliseum 

  

Retrofit entrance / stair tower $100,000 budget 
$10,000 for design 

Construction 50% complete 

Cheerleaders Dressing Area $40,000 Fund raising 
Men’s Track Locker Room $12,000 Completed 
Replace wooden arena seats $400,000 Need funding 
New Basketball Floor $125,000 Installed and in use. 
Press Room/Weight Room & 
Men’s Track Locker room 

$162,000 budget $15,000 design Completed 

Olympic Annex Fire 
Sprinklers 

$100,000 On Hold 

Office Renovation (3 floors) $586,000 (UGA funds) Under construction 
Upgrade officials and visitors $5,000 Need funding 
Dressing rooms   
 
Butts-Mehre 

  

Replace carpet (2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
floors) 

$130,000 Completed 

#rd & 4th Floor renovations 
(finishes) 

$9,000 Underway 

New All Sports Kiosk $50,000 Ordered but not yet installed 
Refinish dome framing $5,000 Need funds 
New ACT ceiling Rm.101 $12,000 Need funds 
Re-landscape front of bldg. $88,000 Underway 
Replace broken granite at front $5,500 Soliciting proposal 
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entrance 
 
Tennis Complex 

  

New Men’s Pavilion, Stands 
and Game Courts 

$2,000,000 Pavilion Drawings completed Fund 
raising underway 

“Luxury” Boxes Ventilation $13,000 Soliciting proposals 
Replace ceiling @ indoor 
courts 

$50,000 $13,763.97 available funds 
need additional funds 

Replace skylights @ indoor $12,000 Need funding 
Reconstruct Storm Drainage $20,000 PPD funds Completed by PPD 
New Women’s Pavilion $600,000 Fund raising 
Track Facility   
Resurfacing Spec Townes 
running track 

$225,000 Completed and in use. 

New Lumpkin St. Bleachers ???? Need program & estimate 
Golf Team Clubhouse $600,000 Completed 
Athletic Academic 
Achievment Center 

Includes new training room for 
women’s sports.  No budget yet. 

Need funding 
Location adjacent to Annex 

30,000 sp.ft.   
Indoor Athletic Facility 
100,000 Sp, Ft. 

$10,000,000 Includes practice football field, running 
track, field events and other sports 

 
Women’s Athletic Fields 

  

Phase I $333,679.00 Completed (PPD funds) 
Phase II $900,000.00 Completed 
Phase III (Maintenance 
facility, deceleration lane 
entrance sign and gate) 

$150,000 Construction 95% complete 

Phase IIIa (lighting for game 
fields and parking areas) 

$400,000 In design.  Install by Fall 1999 

Phase IV (1st phase of 
building, paving, sewage 
disposal system) 

$600,000+ 10% for Architect 
fees, survey, etc. 

Need funding 

Phase V (plaza, ticket booths 
fences, concessions) 

$250,000 Need funding 

Phase VI (2nd phase of 
building) 

$500,000 Need funding 

Phase VII (Paving, fencing 
landscaping, signage) 

$250,000 Need Funding 

 

 
 




